
OfFICE Of THE DIRECTORATE OF 

FJ\ MILY WELf ARE AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 


GOVERN MEN T Of TRI PURA 


No .F.13 (3-62)-DFWPM / PHS/ DEWORM / 2018 / (Sub-I) 

.J 

To 
Th e District Magistrate & Co llector 
Wes t Trip ura / Khowa i / Sepahijala / Comati/ 
South Tripura / Unako ti /North Tri pura /Dh ala i 

Subject: Request to fac ili tate private school engagement inclu ding pre-primary private sc hools in 
Nationa l Dewo rm ing Day August 2019 

Sir, 

As th e state of Tripu ra moves towards the impl ementation of its ninth round of National 
Deworming Day round on August 8, 2019 followed by mop-up day on Feb ru a ry 14, 2019. The sta te 
gove rnme nt continues to be co mmi tted to include private schools und er the aegis of National 
Deworming Day si nce its outset in 2015. 

2. A consistent, high quality and high coverage NOD program wil l contribute in red ucing the STH 
(worm) prevalence an d slo w reinfect ion rates . State has taken initiatives like; campaign on 
handvvashing and dist ribu tio n of nai l cutters to in duce long-term behavio r change fo r well-being 
of schoo children . With 9.7% 1 of children enrolled in private schools as per Ann ua l Status of Education 
Report (ASER) 20 16 r·eport, it is impo rtant to dewo rm these chil dren over the rounds across 
state. Since, State of Tripura has an overa ll preva lence of 60% (prevalence su rvey report shared with 
Govern ment) and it's necessa ry to dewo rm all children between 1-19 years of age over the rounds with 
a fixed day approa ch. Find in gs fonn prevalence survey conducted in sta tes also sugges ts that 
preval ence of STH in private schools is as high as th ose enrol led in governm ent schoo ls. 

3. As per the targets discussed at SCCM, state has substantial number of children enro lled in 
th e private schoo ls. Main ch allenge in their in cl usion under NDD is th e apprehension of adverse events 
among private schoo l managemen t and pa rents . fn thi s con text, pl ease find WHO circul ar dated 22 
December 2014 (copy enclosed) wherein it is clar ifi ed that ch ildren may be treated with Albend azo le 
even without food. The Adverse effects of Albenclazole are ra re and minor (nau sea and intest in al 
discornfort). Further, engageme nt of pre-pr imary private school in NDD is aga in another chal lenge due 
to ope ra tion al and adm inis trative issue. 

4. This resu lts in low parti ci pation from private schoo ls in NDD since planning and preparatory 
activities of NDD like coo rd ination com mittee meetings and train ings at distr icts&. blocks ultim ;cttely 
loss of opportunity to deworm a subs tanti al number of chi ldren. However private school coverage 
report during NDD February 2019 and findings from independe nt monitoring were encouraging 
(Annexu re A). 

5. Engaging private school s in dist rict and block coord ination comrnittee meetings, and special 
meet ings cal iccl by Distr ict Magistrate has shown good results in their overall participa tion for· the 
program. Th ese engagement efforts shoul d be continued in upcorning NDD round as well. Hen ce role of 
District Magi strates is pivotal to success of NOD in th e state so a directive from you r kind office to 1:111 

private schoo ls includ ing pre-primary private schools will fac ilitate the ir pa rt icipati on in ND U 



6. Furth e r, State recom ends engagement of private schools at this stage of program 
implementation when di str ic a nd block level tra ining are being planned . In that reference, we have 
developed som e mate ri als uploaded here on google drive, which can be used on aforesaid pl atforms to 
sensit ize private school s an d parents at large on importance of deworming for children. 

7. We hope t im ely di sse mination of these docum ents will com plem ent state effo 1t ; rn 
engaging pr ivate schools in the upco ming NOD August 2019 round in th e State. 

8. We look fo rward to co ntin ue cooperation and support 

Thanking you . 

Yours faithfully 

'w b ,'e\<l.
'\'\--" ,I 

(Dr. SK Chakma) 
Director, Fam ily Welfare and 


Preventive Medicine, Governm ent of 

Tr ipura 


Copy to: 
1. 	 The Di recto r, Elementary Education department, Government of Tripura with request to direct 

the distr ict level offici al s to strengthen the program for the upcoming NOD round . 
2. 	 The Director, Secondary Education department, Government ofTripura with request to direct 

the distri ct level officials to strengthen the program for the upcoming NOD round. 
3. 	 The Director, Hi gher Education department, Government of Tripura with request to direct a ll 


instituti ons/Coll eges a ffiliated or under Higher Education to strengthen the program for the 

upcomin g NOD round. 


4.. Th e State Noda l Officer, NOD, DFW&PM, Government ofTripura for information and necessa ry 
act ion. 

5. 	 Al l Chi ef Medi cal Officers - West Tripura / Khowai / Sepahij a la / Gomati / South Trip ura / 

Un akot i /No rth Tripura /Dhal ai for information and necessary action 


6. 	 All Distri ct Education Officers - West Tripura / Khowai / Sepahijal a /Coma ti/South Tr ip ura / 

Un ako ti /N orth Tripura /D ha la i fo r inform ation and necessary action 


7. 	 Princip al Offi ce r, Educa tion , TT/\ADC, Government of Tripura for information and ne cessary 

action 


~3. 	 Principal Officer, Socia l Welfare and Social Education, TTAADC:, Government ofTripura for · 

infor mation and necessary action 


9. 	 All District Nod al Officers - West Tripura / Khowai / Sepahijala / Gomati/South Tripura / 

Un ako ti / North Tripura /Dhal a i for information and necessary action 


10. The State Program Manager, Evidence Action, State Office, Tripura for information 

Copy forward e d to: 

1. 	 PS to the Secretary, Health & Family Welfare department, Government of Tripura for kind 

in form ati on . 


2. 	 PS to the Secre ta ry, School Education department, Government of Tripura for kind information. 
3. 	 The Mi ssion Director, NHM, Government of Tripura for information. 
4. 	 Th e CEO, TT/\ADC:, Government of Tripura for kind in fo rmation 

~ 
14-'"t ' ~~ 

(Dr. SK Chakma) 


